
 
 

NOTICE 
This material, and all concepts, ideas and information contained herein, are confidential and are the property of the Walt Disney Company.  This material, 
including the concepts, ideas and information contained herein, shall not be published, broadcast, reproduced, disseminate, disclosed or used in any form or by 
any means, in whole or in part, without prior express written permission of the Walt Disney Company.  All rights reserved.  ©Disney.  

 
- 1 - 

 
 
 
 

Nakawa 
“Festival of the Lion King” 

Disney’s Animal Kingdom Theme Park  
 
 

Show Description:  
“Festival of The Lion King” is an African-inspired celebration of the music from the animated 
feature film.  Performed in a 1500 seat theatre in the round, this large scale, high energy 
production features singers, dancers, acrobatic tumblers and specialty performers. 
 
Character Description:  
NAKAWA (pronounced nah-kaw-wah) 
 
Nakawa is one of four singers in the production.  This charismatic group not only performs the 
familiar songs from the film, they also act as hosts for the show. 
 
Nakawa is spirited, eager and playful.  He has a youthful energy and on-stage confidence.   
 
He performs “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” and “Can’t Wait to be King”. 
 
 
Script: 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls:  Get ready to clap your paws, stomp your hooves and 
ruffle your feathers as we present to you the “Festival of The Lion King”! 

 
My name is Nakawa.  Nakawa is Swahili for (with a bit of attitude) ‘good looking’.   

 
What do you think?  (Striking a ‘handsome’ pose, and then laughing at himself)   

 
Everyone, Simba and the gang will be arriving any minute now, and to make them feel welcome 
we are going to greet them like animals.  And you, my friends, are going to be the lion section! 

 
Now I need everyone to put your paws up (demonstrating for the audience) and on the count of 

three I want to hear a lions roar.   
 

Ready- one, two three!  (reacting to the audiences roar)  Wow!  Ferocious! 
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